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The Inheritance and Innovation of Sword Story to Water Margin

WANG Kai
(College of Literature, Hebei University, Baoding 071000, China)

Abstract: Sword Story is mainly based on the story of Lin Chong in one of the Chinese Clas-
sics Water Margin. By comparison, it inherited many aspects of Water Margin, including
the main characters, the plots and the theme of loyalty and evil. In addition, there are also
innovative aspects in character images, development of the plot, central contradiction, be-
ginning and ending. The adaptation of Sword Story to Water Margin highlighted the social
trends of anti-feudal autocracy and the awakening of people’s self-consciousness in mid-Ming
Dynasty. Besides, it also directly reflected its author Li Kaixian’s personal spiritual world,
which has obvious progressive and practical significance.
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