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The Characteristics of Zhou Enlai’s Military Decision-making: Based
on Leading the Military Struggle Practice in the Central Soviet Area

YU Hua-ting

(Department of Scientific Research, National Defense University, Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract: As the Secretary of the Soviet Area Bureau of the CCP Central Committee, Zhou
Enlai was able to adhere to the guiding ideology of seeking truth from facts in the face of the
“left” “offensive line” by the interim Central Committee of the CPC. The military decisions
made by him in the military struggle in the Central Soviet Areas conformed to the objective
reality, thus being capable of guiding the military struggle in the Soviet areas. The victories
of the army and the people over the enemy showed the basic characteristics of Zhou Enlai’s
military decision-making. They include: adhering to the practical standards of military deci-
sion-making, carrying out the principles of being guided by military decisions all the time,
ensuring the effectiveness of the military decision-making mechanism, basing operational de-
cisions on the established operational policies, making a decisive and independent decision in
the battlefield in an emergency, and so on. To deeply understand and grasp the basic charac-
teristics of Zhou Enlai’s military decision-making is of great significance for a comprehensive
study of Zhou Enlai’s military theory and practice and an overall summary of the historical

experience of the revolutionary war in China.
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