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On African Workers’ Movements and National
Identity in the Context of Globalization

HANG Cong

(The Institute of World History, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100006, China)

Abstract: Globalization has been dominated by the West aiming to gain cheap labor. The
West first directly intervened in workers’ movements through the colonial regime, and re-
stricted them with five kinds of measures. This inspired community consciousness in African
workers, which, combined with nationalist consciousness, constituted one of the stabilizing
factors for independent African countries. Then the West reduced the welfare of workers
and destroyed the national consensus with neo-liberalist strategies, which, once again, led
to workers’ movements. The African people can employ three ways to reach national con-
sensus and break free from the trap of new colonialism.
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