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On the Academic Research Methods for Private International Law .

a “Stairs” Application of Empirical Analysis and Value Analysis
LIU Min-min
(School of International Law, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing

100088, China)

Abstract: Empirical analysis and value analysis are two of the most basic and typical research
methods for academic research on private international law. Among them, the empirical a-
nalysis is “real” research, aimed at answering the question of “what reality is”, which pro-
vides basic materials for exploring the shortcomings of the current legislation and judicial
practice of private international law and clarifies the academic research direction and promo-
tion space of private international law. Value analysis is a means of the “promoting” aca-
demic research into private international law. It is a kind of “theoretical” research, intended
to answer the question of “what reality should be”, which is meant to make suggestions for
the perfection of the current legislation and judicial practice of private international law, so
as to achieve the purpose of legislation perfection through academic progress. Empirical a-

nalysis and the method of value analysis should be applied in the study of private interna-
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tional law in a way of “stairs”. First, empirical analysis is to be adopted to clarify “what re-

ality is”, and then value analysis to be followed to interpret “what reality should be”.

Key Words: academic research on private international law; empirical analysis; value analy-

sis; “stairs” application
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