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Li Dazhao’s View on Confucius

WANG Jie
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: In the early twentieth century, argument for or against Confucianism arose. Some
strongly advocated “da dao kongjiadian” ( down with Confucius), while others obstinately
insisted on worshiping the Confucianism as a national religion. As a chief pioneer of the New
Culture Movement, i Dazhao did not allow his attitude towards Confucius and his doctrine
to got to extremes. The existing literature shows that his discussion and evaluation of Con-
fucius and his doctrine are mixed criticism with praise, without simply one-sided “no” or
blindly purely “yes”. Politically,he spared no effort to attack the old rituals and old morals
advocated by Confucius, and fight against the maintenance of autocratic rule with Confucius
as a amulet. Meantime, he scientifically applied Marxist historical materialism and made a
dialectical analysis of Confucius and his doctrine. He argued that there were two different
forms of Confucius: the Confucius in the Spring and Autumn period and the Confucius inter-
preted by the later generations after his death. Li Dazhao had different comprehensions of
these two different kinds of Confucius, and gave them different evaluations, which are rea-
sonable and scientific.
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