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An Analysis of the Honest and Upright Officials
in Gong’an Drama in the Yuan Dynasty

ZHAQO Zhong-fu

(Department of Literature and Law, Tangshan University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract: Most researchers believe that the honest and upright officials in Gong’an drama in
the Yuan Dynasty only embody the ideal and desire of ordinary people. Only a few scholars
have noticed the critical functions of this official image, which are as follows: the danger in
the Yuan Dynasty’s political ecology through the description of the honest and upright offi-
cials’ apprehension about officialdom; fierce class oppression in the Yuan Dynasty through
the depiction of the honest and upright official’s dilemma between being loyalty to the em-
perors and being protective toward people;the neglect and injustice in the Yuan Dynasty’ju-
dicial system through the portrayal of the honest and upright officials’“ bending the law ”
The image of the honest and upright officials in Gong’an drama in the Yuan Dynasty is like
a mirror reflecting Yuan Dynasty’s various social phenomena.
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