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A Study on the Usage and Typical Patterns of Personal Noun
Phrases Containing Individual Classifier “ba” Measuring Persons

WEI Yan-ling

(Department of Foreign Languages, Tangshan University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract: “Ba” is an individual classifier measuring persons. Through the investigation and analysis
of the modern Chinese corpus of Peking University, the author of this paper has discovered that,
due to grammatical, semantic and pragmatic constraints of personal noun phrases which “ba” collo-
cates with, “ba” is an untypical individual classifier measuring persons in personal noun phrases.
Meantime, “ba” is also a typical classifier measuring persons in personal noun phrases of “X shou”.
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