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On Jia Baoyu’s Comparison of Himself to Ignorant “Old Poplar”

and the Image of Grave in A Dream of Red Mansions

LIU Hong-giang
(School of Literature, Shandong Normal University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: In A Dream of Red Mansions, Jia Baoyu’s comparison of himself to “old
poplar” is suggestive. The image of “poplar” represents Jia Baoyu’s understanding
of common people and his sense of freedom and emptiness. Meantime, “poplar” is
the protective tree of girls in the messuage. The image of “grave” has a special aes-
thetic connotation in the novel.
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