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From Imitating Others to Distinguishing Oneself:
On the Correlation Between Literary Imitation
and Creation of Ozaki Kouyou’s Fiction
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(a. College of Foreign Languages,Jiangxi Normal University, Nanchang 330022, China;b. Center
for Narrative Studies, Jiangxi Normal University,Nanchang 330022, China)

Abstract; The literary status of Ozaki Kouyou, a great writer in Japanese Meiji, is
not to be taken lightly. Studies of Ozaki Kouyou mostly focus on his inheritance of
Japanese traditional literature, and ignore his attempts to borrow new writing pat-
terns form Western European literature. The author argues that in his literary imi-
tation Ozaki Kouyou not only inherited the nutritive elements of Japanese classical
literature, but also absorbed the nutrients of foreign literature, thus developing a
new writing style by combining the advantages of East and West literature.
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