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On the American Movement of “Science for the People”

LIU Zheng
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: “Science for the People”, which started during the cold war between the
Soviet Union and the United States in the late1960s, was a Marxist leftist organiza-
tion. It emphasized the social and cultural context of science and technology, and
disclosed the control of scientific research by the American government and corpo-
rations, argued that scientific research should be independent, and also pushed the
idea of “People’s Science”. As the product of the times, “Science for the People”
had some limitations. Now, with highly developed material culture, science and
technology, the legacy of “Science for the People”is to be the reflection on the neg-
ative effect of science and technology and the exploration of the nature of science
and the relationship between science and mankind are.
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