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The Theoretical Spectrum and Logical Framework of Subjective
Aesthetics in the 1980s from the Sociological Perspective
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Abstract; Along with the ideological liberation movement in the 1980s, the subjec-
tive philosophy and aesthetics became a cultural trend in the reflection on history
and the reshaping of the individual. In the process of breaking away from politics,
literature and aesthetics achieved the individual freedom and aesthetic ideal, trans-
formed to the collective ideology but individual expression, and then to poetic phi-
losophy, aesthetic freedom and aesthetic culture. Li Zehou’s subjective practical
philosophy and Liu Zaifu’s literary subjectivity became a theoretical catalyst for the
transformation from philosophy to aesthetics, from collectivism to individualism,
from mechanical materialism to the theory of subjective practice. Humanitarian was

not only the enthusiasm of the thought liberation, but also a scientific and theoreti-
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cal exploration of “subjectivity” as a systematic expression of theory. This aesthetic

trend of returning to human nature and advocating freedom and cultural enlighten-

ment, will continue to influence history profoundly.

Key Words: aesthetic upsurge; subjectivity; humanitarian; accumulation;aesthetic
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