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The Strong Counter-attack of the Students from Beiyang School
of Law and Politics: The Refutation of Nakajima’s
The Fated Division of Shina by Li Dazhao and Other Students

LI Ji-hua

(School of Marxism, Binzhou University, Binzhou 256600, China)

Abstract: Nakajima’s The Fated Division of Shina reflects the Japanese opinion on the
invasion of China, the essence of which is to encourage Japan to participate in the divi-
sion and even the exclusive occupation of China. Li Dazhao and some other students
from Beiyang School of LLaw and Politics translated the boom into Chinese and then re-
futed it with great passion. The basic refutations can be summarized as follows: (1)
colonial ambition, which should be exposed and condemned, (2) foolish loyalty, eg.
the faithfulness to Yuan Shikai, which should be ridiculed. (3) the republic govern-

ment, democracy and human rights, which should be safeguarded, (4) borrowed per-
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suasion and patriotism intertwined with the evil words. (5) the obvious fallacy of full

support of Yuan Shikai, and errors due to hastily compilation, (6) more refutation of

the first half of the book than of the second , which is worth exploring. A thorough

study and objective evaluation of Nakajima’s The Fated Division of Shina and Li

Dazhao’s refutation is an important way to deepen the study of Li Dazhao, the history

of Sino-Japanese relations, especially the history of Japanese aggression against China,

and the history of early Republic of China.
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