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On Army Awarding in the Late Tang Dynasty
ZHAO Jie

(School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The Imperial Court of the Tang Dynasty awarded armies much more generously than u-
sual, and thus managed to inspire them to put down the An-Shi Rebellion quickly. After the re-
bellion, in order to safeguard the ruling authority against the political background of numerous
military governors (in control of outlying prefectures), the Imperial Court turned the rewards
closely linked with the complex political and military events into a tool for economic benefits, re-
cruited loyal troops: Shence army, weakened local authority though the “system of two taxes”
and strengthened the control of the military governors. In addition, the Imperial Court also re-

warded the military governors of Heshuo by means of prizes and political operation and manipula-

ted them to control other military governors to ensure the security of the government,
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