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An Analysis of Li Dazhao’s Views on the Nature of History

ZHANG Wen-sheng

(School of History and Culture, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022, China)

Abstract; In the early 20th century, Chinese historians began to discuss the nature of history:
whether it is art or science. Very early Li Dazhao began to think about this most basic and impor-
tant theoretical issue. In modern China,Li Dazhao’s interetation of the discipline nature of histo-
ry was early and mature. His explanation of the unique nature of history is an important part of
his historiography. Those who deny that history is science often argue that there is no law to fol-
low in the development of history. Therefore, Li Dazhao’s discussion of the nature of history is a
positive response to this incorrect understanding. Li Dazhao firmly said: “History is a science,
which is no doubt today. ” Li Dazhao not only adhered to the nature of history, but also admitted
that there were artistic works in the process of concrete historical research. That the study of his-
tory involves artistic work does not means that history is an art. The artistry of historical re-
search is just one aspect of historical work,which is not equal to the discipline nature.
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