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Zhang Lingyi and Her Ci Poetry of Sorrow

ZHAO Xuan-zhu

(Department of Literature and Law, Tangshan University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract: Zhang Lingyi, famous for her Ci poetry, lived in the periods of Kangxi and Qianlong in
the Qing Dynasty. Her poetry was full of sorrow for single girls, due to her own character and
complex life experiences. Her sorrow poetry can be classified in to five categories: the sorrow at
spring and autumn, the sorrow at absent friends and lovers, the sorrow at poverty, the sorrow at
departed husbands and children,and the sorrow at absent children. Her sorrow poetry with dis-
tinguishing characteristics is a representative of female writing. In terms of the artistic expres-
sion, Zhang Lingyi created various unique images of sorrow, which had very high artistic value.
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