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Justification of Traditional Poetry in Wen Yiduo’ New Poetry Theory

LI Wei

(College of Liberal Arts, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510665, China)

Abstract: Wen Yiduo developed a new poetic theory against the background of comprehensive Eu-
ropeanization in Chinese intellectuals, so as to remedy the defect in the development of new poet-
ry and achieve a kind of aesthetic consciousness. But it can not be denied that free poetry, as a
kind of poetry,does lack aesthetic value but is still the dominant form of Chinese contemporary
poetry. Wen’s theory emphasizes metrical poetry and the architectural beauty of poetry, which
inevitably leads to the return of classical poetry. With deep love for the motherland, coupled with
the creative absorption of Western poetics concerning rhythm and form, Wen Yiduo reawakened
the charm of Chinese ancient poetry and found the contemporary value of classical poetry and tra-
ditional culture.
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