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The Geographical Distribution and Development
of Art Clans in the Ming Dynasty
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Abstract; In mid and late Ming Dynasty, with the recovery of productivity and the development of
commercial economy, the number of people with talent for literature and art increased greatly in
the form of clans and poetry societies. As a special kind of cultural clan,the art and literature clan
reached its pinnacle in Ming Dynasty,and made remarkable progress. Some clans were very fa-
mous in the history of literature and art in China, such as the Shen Family in Xiangcheng, Wen
Family in Changzhou County, and Xiang Family in Jiaxing. On the national level,the art and lit-
erature clans developed the fastest both in quantity and in quality in the Southern Yangtze River
Area,and those in Southeast and Northeast China made rapid progress. As the whole, the art and
literature clans showed a trend of comprehensive development in the Ming Dynasty.
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