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A Summary of the Study of the Social History of Ancient China in 2015

HE Xiao-Yan

(Institute of History Research, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The research into Chinese social history, which has experienced more than 30 years of
development, has become an important branch of historical study. With deep study and wide use
of unearthed documents, various contracts, folk literature and oral historical materials, and in
the study of Chinese ancient social history, especially the history of the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties, social study has broken through the bounds of the traditional historiography, become an im-

portant research paradigm and played an important role. This paper, in view of the relevant literature,
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summarizes and examines the hot spots in the study of Chinese ancient social history in 2015,
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