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The Present Condition and Future of Customary Laws of Minority
Nationalities From the Perspective of Legal Pluralism: a Case Study
of the Customary Law of Minority Nationalities in Southwest China

LIAN Rui
(School of Management, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: The author of this paper analyzes the customary laws of minority nationalities in South-
west China from the perspective of legal culture, discusses their value at the cultural level from
the point of view of legal pluralism, and argues that the theory of “living law” can be employed to
study the causes of the customary laws of minority nationalities in Southwest China from the per-
spective of cultural practice. As a complex customary law system, the customary laws of minority
nationalities in Southwest China contains the laws of Zhuang, Miao, Dai, Yao and other legal
subsystems. The rational parts of the customary laws of minority nationalities in Southwest Chi-
na ought to be absorbed into the regulations of the autonomous areas and the outdated parts
should be abandoned by the national laws. Only by this way can the goal of building a better legal
system be achieved in the Southwest.
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