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An Analysis of the Effectiveness of Death Penalty Defense Cases in China

BU Yang-yang
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Abstract; The irreversibility of death penalty makes the correct application of death penalty the
primary task in countries which has a death penalty system. Thus, effective defense is not only a
safeguard of the implementation of this system, but also an absolute requirement of realization of
the transformation from formal justice to substantial justice. In China, because of the out-dated i-
deas concerning the effectiveness of death case defense in criminal procedure and the lack of a cor-
responding safeguard mechanism, the problem of low quality defense is highlighted, which runs
contrary to the protection of human rights of the accused and the requirements and the practices
of criminal justice criteria of the United Nations. Therefore, it is necessary to analyze the current
situation of death case defense in order to establish an effective safeguard mechanism of death
penalty case defense which conforms to the present judicial situation and the national characteris-
tics of China,
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