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An Analysis of Searl’s Theory of Intentionality

WANG Xiao-dan

(Department of Marxism-Leninism Teaching, Guizhou Normal College, Guiyang 550018, China)

Abstract; John Searl, a famous contemporary philosopher, refuted the traditional materialism and
dualism, founded the complex and profound theory of intentionality, based on biological natural-
ism, He analyzed the close relationship between mind, language and society with the theory of in-
tentionality, and pointed out that language and various social phenomena are rooted in intention-
ality. Searl’s theory of intentionality has not only promoted the development of philosophy of

mind, but also has important significance for the study of the social reality and the distinction be-

tween natural sciences and social sciences.
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