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A Study on Development and Evolution of Zhishu

WEI Xin

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beihua University, Jilin 132013, China)

Abstract: The development and evolution of Zhishu(imperial orders) can be investigated from the
perspectives of the state system and its style. As far as the state system is concerned, Zhishu, i.
e. imperial orders, developed and improved under the maintenance of the imperial power and the
national system specification. With the standardization of Zhishu, its name, format, writing, and
the procedure of its implementation came to have a clear standard and legally stipulated. As far as
the style is concerned, its evolution has two aspects. On the one hand, the function of Zhishu
changed from issuing imperial orders to the forms of reward, punishment and the appointment of
officials. On the other hand, the style of Zhishu has the variant of moral lessons.
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