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An Interpretation of Hong Battle
from the Perspective of Geography and Chariots

WANG Bo

(College of History and Culture, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract; From ancient to modern times, there have been different opinions on Duke Xiang of
Song. Confucians describe him as “righteous”while legalists label him as “stupid”. The author of
this article first discusses the nature of the war, the geographical environment and the features of
chariots, then interprets the outbreak the Hong Battle between states Song and Chu. The author
argues that the Duke waited for Chu army to cross the river and then fought with them in order to
take advantage of his bigger chariots and that the state of Song failed because of its weak national
strength, rather than the Duke’s ability.
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