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On Richard Wollheim’ “Seeing-in” and “Seeing-as”

ZHAO Shu-jun

(Vocational and Technical College, Yunnan Nationalities University, Kunming 650031, China)

Abstract; Richard Wollheim, inspired by Leonardo da Vinci, proposed the seeing-in theory, a
empirical painting theory which argues that a spectator can simultaneously realize the surface and
content of a painting. His seeing-in theory enriched, improved and developed. Later, he also pro-

posed the concept of seeing-as. The author of this paper mainly discusses the meaning, features,

working mechanism of seeing-in and the relationship between seeing-in and seeing-as.
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