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On the Discourse Features of Instant Text
Based Communication by WeChat

CHEN Jie, SHI Xiao-ling

Abstract; Owing to its unique advantages over traditional communication tools, WeChat is ex-
tremely popular, especially among the young. From the perspective of Grice’s Cooperation Prin-
ciple and Discourse Analysis, this paper focuses on the authentic instant text based communica-
tion by WeChat and explores its discourse features. It is found that people tend to violate the four
maxims of Grice’s Cooperation Principle for implied meaning or unexpected effect of communica-
tion; and such communication presents more frequent topic changes and more difficulty in coher-
ence realization, It is hoped that the study as such helps to make full use of WeChat for better
personal communication.
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