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A Research into Decoupling Trend Between Xinjiang’s

Economic Development and Water Resources Utilization
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Abstract: The uneven temporal and spatial distribution of water resources in Xinjiang is a bottle-
neck and constraint in Xinjiang’s economic development. The authors of this paper have con-
structed an analysis model to study Xinjiang’s economic development and utilization of water re-
sources. The results show that Xinjiang’s economic growth and the overall water utilization in
2000— 2011 is weakly decoupling, water resource utilization growth is slower than the GDP
growth rate, agricultural water consumption comes first, followed by second industry and third indus-
try, the water structure has a tendency to deteriorate, and water-saving agriculture and industries are

still not fully established. Based on these findings, the authors put forward some policy suggestions for
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sustainable economic development with appropriate utilization of water resources in Xinjiang.
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