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On the Argument of Reformists about National Character
and Realization of Freedom Through Enlightened Despotism .
A Case Study of Xinmin Newspaper

ZHOU Fu-zhen

(Teaching and Research Department of Party History and Building, Party School of Jiangxi Provincial CPC (Jiangxi
Administration Institute) , Nanchang 330003, China)

Abstract; Authors of Xinmin Newspaper disagreed about national character and the realization of
freedom through enlightened despotism . Liang Qi-chao believed that the Chinese national charac-
ter was not good enough, and could be enhanced by enlightened despotism, and finally a constitu-
tional monarchy would be achieved in order to realize the freedom of the Chinese people. But
Yang du, Kang You-wei, Zhang Jun-mai, Huang Yu-zhi thought that constitutional monarchy or
democratic republic did not depend on national character, and Chinese people would never have
constitutionalism if the Qing government didn’t establish a constitution on the grounds of poor
national character.
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