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The Philosophical Foundations of Locke’s Political Theory
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Abstract: Locke’s political theory has a series of philosophical foundations or premises, which
have had great influences on the formation of his political theory. Firstly, from the philosophical
standpoint of empiricism, Locke stuck with the principle of sentimental experience, refused meta-

physics, and developed the political model of individual rational independence in his political theo-

ry. Secondly, Locke’s three suppositions equality, liberty and selfishness also became
the preconditions of his political theory, and the core thoughts of his theory of constitution were
premised on them. Finally, Locke’s deistic position had a great influence on his religious idea of sepa-

ration of church and state and his law of nature, which is the moral principle of his political theory.
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